
 

 

Blessings to you in the name of our 
Lord, Christ Jesus, as we prepare 
ourselves, our church and our homes 
to celebrate the season of His birth 
once again!  
 
For a child will be born to us, a son 
will be given to us; and the  

government will rest on His shoulders; and His name will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty 
God, Eternal Father, Prince of Peace. - Isaiah 9:6 
 
How do you prepare for this season? And, when? Is the hanging of lights and decorating the house 
a one-day event for you, or is it a season of building up to the big day? For the Waddell House, it’s a 
little bit of both and it varies depending on the year and the number of things we have going on. I 
remember pastoring two churches in my first few years of ministry, and it was a busy time. Two 
different churches meant two different services and some years up to four services. Two different 
gatherings. Two different parties. There have been times when we would put a tree up after 
Thanksgiving but in other years the day before Christmas. Honestly, it is the latter most often. 
 
The season seems to be taking a different shape for me these past few years, and I feel like there is 
something special in the air this Advent/Christmas season. It is less about the business of what 
many make this season become and more about preparing for the true meaning of what the season 
is supposed to be about. My daughter, Claire, is older so the tree matters less to her (which I am 
happy about because of the mess they make and for my OCD means less vacuuming). As a ministry 
family and being busy during these times with the church, we chose to see family at Thanksgiving 
which was also the gift giving time that most would do on Christmas day. It works better for us. 
 
I pray as you start to prepare for this season, in whatever special way you do, and when you get  
into that spirit, that it invites a season of reflection on how powerful a thing God did for  
humankind, when he chose to come into the world as one of us. While we can never fully fathom 
the enormity of all that is Jesus’ birth, we are blessed in understanding that it means there is hope 
in this world. That as mixed-up and messed-up this world may sometimes seem, Christ was born so 
that we may be reborn in his Spirit. That means that You are also a living representative of hope in 
this world, and you’ve already been given the greatest Christmas gift. May we look forward to this 
season of sharing that gift with the world! 
 
Till The Nets are Full, 
Pastor Brian 



 

 

FINANCIAL NEWS: October 2023 

Non-Budgeted Gifts Received 

Christian Care Center   $      128.00 

Disaster Help—Maui   $      1,351.00 

Feed My Sheep   $      110.00 

Pumpkin Patch   $      1,404.00 

Small Repair Projects   $      200.00 

Shoe Box Ministry   $      470.00 

Youth     $      5,000.00 

Total     $      8,663.00 

 

Memorials 

Undesignated    $      851.00 

Children’s Ministry   $      40.00 

Men’s Bible Class   $      20.00 

Total     $      911.00 

November Gifts 

 11/5 — $ 5,407.00 

 11/12 — $ 4,900.85 

11/19 — $ 6,030.98 

11/26 — $  4,145.85 

2023 Church Income Budget  $ 323,203.00 

2023 Church Expenses Budget $ 322,545.60 

 

Received Income YTD - 2023  $ 268,429.73 

Expenses YTD - 2023                   284,209.19  

Differences (+/-)                $ 16,109.46 

 

Total Income received   10/2023 $ 22,683.98 

Total Expenses spent    10/2023 $ 49,432.82 

Differences (+/-)               $ 26,748.84 

 

The next scheduled meeting is January 9, 2024 at 6PM.   
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 


